December 13, 2020
Third Sunday of Advent

Church of the
Holy Rosary
365 Undercliff Avenue, Edgewater, NJ 07020
PARISH OFFICE AND CHAPEL
26 Edgewater Place
Phone: (201) 945-6329
Fax: (201) 945-6599
Parish Secretary: Barbara L. Brady
holyrosary@aol.com
Monday-Friday 8:30AM to 4:00PM
PASTOR
REV. JOSE AMANTE ABALON
PERMANENT DEACON: Robert E. Thomson
In loving honor & memory: Michael A. Lydon
TRUSTEE: Joan Maniego
Assistance attending Mass
If you are a senior or disabled,
and you would like shuttle
transportation to and from the
11:00AM Mass on Sundays,
call the Parish Center for information. (Temporally suspended)

Religious Education
For information on our CCD
program, please see the “CCD
Corner” section of this bulletin.
For the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), please
call the Parish Office.

Mass Times
Daily Mass (Monday-Friday): 8:00AM
Saturday Evening Mass: 5:30PM
Sunday Masses: 8:00AM & 11:00AM (in English);
12:00PM (in Spanish)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday in the Church at 365 Undercliff Avenue.
The Exposition begins at 12:00PM and ends at 3:00PM, followed
by the Divine Mercy. All are welcome to attend.
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:00-5:00PM (Church)
Baptism: Baptisms have resumed. Please be advised you must
be a member of Holy Rosary Parish in order to receive a sponsor certification for Baptism.

Holy Rosary Parish is a proud Co-Sponsor of Christ the Teacher
Interparochial School, 359 Whiteman St., Fort Lee, NJ 07024
(201-944-0421)

Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7:30 PM
in the Church
Minister of Music:
Bill Jones

Catholic Community Services—Social Services Helpline
1-800-CCS-7413

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!
If you are attending Mass at Holy Rosary and consider Yourself a parishioner, but haven’t registered, we invite you to do so. Knowing who our parishioners are helps us adapt our parish programs to your needs. It is also important to be registered for Baptisms,
Marriage, to be a Sponsor/Godparent, etc.
NAME __________________________________________________ADDRESS _______________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________Phone: __________________________________________________
[ ] New Registration
[ ] Request Envelopes
[ ]Address Change

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, December 12
5:30 PM
Michael & Joan Lydon (Co ra Ca lla nta )
Sunday,
December 13
8:00AM
Kevin Kennedy (The Kennedy Fa mily)
11:00 AM
Michael & Joan Lydon (Berna dette Co yle &
Children)
12:00 PM
Lisa Gavilanez (Ann McVey)
Monday, December 14
8:00 AM Joan Lydon (Pa t Ca ruso )
Tuesday, December 15
8:00 AM
Brendy Kennedy (Th e Ke nne d y Fam ily)
Wednesday, December 16
8:00 AM
Michael & Joan Lydon (Drs. Jo se & Vilma Ca stro Fule)
Thursday, December 17
8:00 AM
Michael & Joan Lydon (Patti & Jo e Criscuo lo )
Friday,
8:00 AM

December 18
John DaSilva (His Lo ving So n & Mo the r)

Saturday, December 19
5:30 PM
Michael & Joan Lydon (Patti & Mich ae l Tuth s
& the Kennedy Family)

Please Remember in Your Prayers
All those suffering in any way from the CoVid-19 pandemic. Also James Allocco, Phillip Armstrong, Edward
Baldino, Cheryl Bostyan, Jean Braden, Rick Brouillette,
Louise Bruce, Chase, Pat Caruso, Sharbel Chaoul, Anna
Corrado, Danny Coyle, Gary Devila, Marie Ferrie, Ginny
Frasco, Kenneth Galfo, Joelle & Juliana Gedeon, Annmarie Gilmartin, Madeline Goodwin, Joe Heatter, Agnes
Hoffmann, Bobby Jordan, Rosemary Kaminski, Eileen &
Donald Kopczynski, Diana Lucio, Isaiah McLean, Heidi
Monico, Humberto Norena, Conception Ortiz, Rebecca
Papadopoulos, Phyllis & Joseph Palermo, Rich Richinski,
Rebecca Rigolosi, Antoinette Ring, Boris Reznik, Frank
Romero, Desi Santos, Anthony Saporito, Jack Sweeney,
Jenna Szandrocha, Phillip Tarabola, Irene Taylor, Ruth
Weis, Krista Wilkinson, Kyle Wilson, Mark Winnie.

Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing.
— 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Vivan siempre alegres, oren
sin cesar.
— 1 Tesalonicenses 5:16

A Message From Father Jose
Recently, we shared with you the Annual Financial
Report of our parish prepared by our accountant. I hope you
have seen and read it. Yes, it may not be the report we expect,
but we had a good result as reported by our accountant to our
Finance Committee. As you know, this year was a very difficult
time for everyone because of the pandemic. As your pastor,
what I did in this difficult time -- with the help of your prayers - is to create, build and maintain our parish as a place for everyone to rest and take refuge in the Lord. Also, during the pandemic, our parish bulletin being available on our website was a
big asset in helping us to grow in our spiritual needs. A couple
of our parishioners mentioned to me how our bulletin helps
them grow spiritually, especially the column featuring the lives
and stories of our blessed saints.
We hope that as we continue our journey -- especially
in this coming year—that may God enlighten, guide and protect us in all our daily undertakings.
God Bless you! ~~ Fr Jose

Altar Appointments
A special way to remember a loved one is to donate the monthly Altar Bread and/or Wine in honor of their memory.
You may also choose to remember a loved one by donating a
weekly Sanctuary Lamp in either the Church or the Chapel.
Sanctuary Lamps burn day and night to illuminate the Blessed
Sacrament, serve as an emblem of Christ's abiding love, and as
a reminder to the faithful to respond with loving adoration in
return.
 The Altar Bread for December is donated in loving
memory of Luis Carmargo (the Chan Fam ily)
 The Altar Wine for December is donated in loving memory
of Luis Carmargo (the Chan Fam ily)
 The Sanctuary Lamp in the Church this week is in memory
of the deceased members of our Parish.
JOHN THE BAPTIST
At a school open house a woman could be overheard introducing her husband to some of the other parents. “Oh, Bill, I’d
like you to meet Johnny’s father. And over here, this is Marie’s
mom; you know, the little girl from our Ellen’s soccer team.”
With satisfied resignation Bill introduced himself not by
name: “I’m Ellen’s Dad.”
It’s good to know who you are. Be it someone’s father or
mother, son or daughter, husband or wife, it’s important to embrace the full meaning of our various roles.
John the Baptist knows who he is. And who he is not. He is
not the Christ. Nor Elijah. Nor like any other prophet God’s people had ever seen.
John the Baptist knows his mission is divine. He’s more than
satisfied to be the one to announce the coming of God’s reign. The
Christ is near. Make straight your paths.

The Word of God
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — As a garden makes its growth spring up, so
will God make justice spring up before all the nations (Isaiah
61:1-2a, 10-11).
Psalm — My soul rejoices in my God
(Luke 1:46-50, 53-54).
Second Reading — Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise
prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what is good (1
Thessalonians 5:16-24).
Gospel — I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, make
straight the way of the Lord (John 1:6-8, 19-28).
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Third Sunday of Advent
Monday:
St. John of the Cross
Wednesday:
Las Posadas begins

Third Sunday of Advent
Today’s readings shine out with joy and hope. Israel
radiates as a joyful bride coming to her bridegroom adorned for
a lavish, oriental wedding. Paul’s words to the Thessalonians
continue the theme of hope and joy in a community that lives
by the life of Christ. And St John, in the gospel, pictures the
work of John the Baptist, who came to witness to God’s light
upon this earth. This is not a joyousness without responsibility.
It’s a joy that is found when people find and carry out their true
mission in life. Isaiah speaks of one anointed and sent to bring
good news to the oppressed – words that were adopted by Jesus to describe his own life’s purpose – just as they should also
be made real in the life of every Christian. Those privileged to
share in Jesus’ spiritual life must also share in his concerns and
desires.
The spiritual joy that marks the Christian faith, that we
are waiting for the coming of the Lord, and our entry into a life
of eternal communion with God. The other is the willingness to
bear our share of the Christian work-load, to do our bit, in our
time, to realize the goals of Jesus in our world. In these times of
economic austerity and budget cuts that are endlessly debated,
there is no harm to be reminded of the blessings in our lives,
our reasons to be joyful. For example, the love we enjoy with
our family and friends, the pleasure of meeting new people, of
awakening some dormant talent by taking a course of adult
education; the solidarity we feel in our local community when
people willingly help their neighbors in their needs; the consolation to be found in prayer. Many examples can be named, to
illustrate God’s blessing in our lives: reasons to be joyful. Like
the northern Irish writer C.S. Lewis, we too can be “surprised
by joy,” and re-discover gladness and meaning in life.
Excerpted from: https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2020/12/3rd-sunday-in-advent-2/

Works of Charity
Time & Talent
Food Pantry:
Parish members assist in supplying approximately 45 families
with food every month. Thank you to all who donated and
helped in any way! The Food Pantry is open the last Tuesday of
each month from 11:00AM-12:00PM.
Feeding the Homeless:
Normally, Holy Rosary Parish members feed the homeless on
the second Monday of every month. This has been temporarily
suspended due to current CoVid-19 pandemic. We will resume
as soon circumstances allow.
Treasures
Your Monetary Donations: The work of Christ at Holy Rosary is supported by parishioners who have embraced the biblical ideals of Stewardship Tithing.
Current Holy Rosary Fundraiser Proceeds: The current proceeds from our ongoing fundraising efforts for a church cooling
system are as follows: A/C Fundraising (ongoing): $26,127.50;
Four bake sales: $989; Tricky Tray (12/8/19): $1,470.

FEAST OF FAITH
The Shape of the Mass
In the renewal of the liturgy that followed the Second Vatican Council, the full, conscious, and active participation of the
assembly was the primary consideration. By participation, the
Council Fathers did not mean just joining in the singing and the
spoken responses, but active engagement and prayerful understanding of the rites. They envisioned a transparent liturgy, a
worship that spoke so directly to the hearts and minds of the
faithful that it would require no explanation at all.
The liturgy itself is the best possible catechesis on the liturgy. What does the liturgy teach us? It shows us the ministry of
Jesus continuing in the present. He gathers a community. He
calls us to prayer and repentance and praise. He teaches us
with the very word of God. He does not send us away empty,
but sets before us a marvelous banquet, feeding us with his
very body and blood. Then he sends us forth to do what he has
done—to give ourselves for others, not just in words, but in
deeds. The Mass is the pattern of our Christian lives.

UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE
Most people are bothered by those passages in Scripture
which they can’t understand; but . . . I have noticed that the
passages in Scripture which trouble me most are those I do
understand.
—Mark Twain

Take the Love of God with You as You Go…...
Advent Prayers

God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is Your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of Your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,
As we wait and prepare for His coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
***********************
Lord God, we adore You because You have come to us in the
past.
You have spoken to us in the Law of Israel.
You have challenged us in the words of the prophets.
You have shown us in Jesus what You are really like.
Lord God, we adore You because You still come to us now.
You come to us through other people and their love and concern for us.
You come to us through men and women who need our help.
You come to us as we worship You with Your people.
Lord God, we adore You because You will come to us at the
end.
You will be with us at the hour of death.
You will still reign supreme when all human institutions fail.
You will still be God when our history has run its course.
We welcome you, the God who comes.
Come to us now in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
***********************

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send
Your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who
have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear Your voice
each day. We who are anxious over many things look forward
to Your coming among us. We who are blessed in so many
ways long for the complete joy of Your kingdom. We whose
hearts are heavy seek the joy of Your presence. We are Your
people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To You we
say, "Come Lord Jesus!' Amen.
Coronavirus Prayer
O clement, O loving, O sweet Mother Mary, we, your children
of every nation, turn to you in this pandemic. Our troubles are
numerous; our fears are great. Grant that we might deposit
them at your feet, take refuge in your Immaculate Heart, and
obtain peace, healing, rescue, and timely help in all our needs.
You are our Mother. Pray for us to Your Son. Amen.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;
Mt 21:23-27
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19,
23; Mt 21:28-32
Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
Lk 7:18b-23
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;
Mt 1:1-17
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,
29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Announcements
Giving Tree: If you took a gift tag for the children of Edgewater, please return your unwrapped gift, with the tag attached,
by December 13th.
Please regularly refer to holyrosaryed gew ater.org for the most
up-to-date information about our Parish. To get in touch with
Parish staff, please do so only by sending an email to holyrosary@aol.com. Thank you.

The CCD Corner
A Student Prayer
Thank you, God, for giving me a mind that can
know and a heart that can love.
Help me to stay focused on my studies, and encourage me when learning is difficult that I may grasp
the truth that is held out before me.
Grant me the grace to put my knowledge to use in
building the kingdom of God on earth that I may
find the courage to follow Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

CCD Registration for children and young adults between
grades one through eight is open. CLASSES BEGAN OCTOBER
18, and are being held remotely by Zoom this year. To register
you can download registration forms from our website or pick
up blank forms at the back of the church. There is no registration fee this year; only a suggested voluntary donation.
About CCD at Holy Rosary
Religious education classes begin in First Grade and conclude
after the Reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation in Ninth
Grade. Enrollment for all parish children within this age group
is strongly encouraged.
Want to Know More?
The Holy Rosary Parish website provides information, as well
as spiritual reflections, that exceed the space limitation of this
bulletin. Visit our website www.holyrosaryedgewater.org

