December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Church of the
Holy Rosary
365 Undercliff Avenue, Edgewater, NJ 07020
PARISH OFFICE AND CHAPEL
26 Edgewater Place
Phone: (201) 945-6329
Fax: (201) 945-6599
Parish Secretary: Barbara L. Brady
holyrosary@aol.com
Monday-Friday 8:30AM to 4:00PM
PASTOR
REV. JOSE AMANTE ABALON
PERMANENT DEACON: Robert E. Thomson
In loving honor & memory: Michael A. Lydon
TRUSTEE: Joan Maniego
Assistance attending Mass
If you are a senior or disabled,
and you would like shuttle
transportation to and from the
11:00AM Mass on Sundays,
call the Parish Center for information. (Temporally suspended)

Religious Education
For information on our CCD
program, please see the “CCD
Corner” section of this bulletin.
For the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), please
call the Parish Office.

Mass Times
Daily Mass (Monday-Friday): 8:00AM
Saturday Evening Mass: 5:30PM
Sunday Masses: 8:00AM & 11:00AM (in English);
12:00PM (in Spanish)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday in the Church at 365 Undercliff Avenue.
The Exposition begins at 12:00PM and ends at 3:00PM, followed
by the Divine Mercy. All are welcome to attend.
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:00-5:00PM (Church)
Baptism: Baptisms have resumed. Please be advised you must
be a member of Holy Rosary Parish in order to receive a sponsor certification for Baptism.

Holy Rosary Parish is a proud Co-Sponsor of Christ the Teacher
Interparochial School, 359 Whiteman St., Fort Lee, NJ 07024
(201-944-0421)

Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7:30 PM
in the Church
Minister of Music:
Bill Jones

Catholic Community Services—Social Services Helpline
1-800-CCS-7413

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!
If you are attending Mass at Holy Rosary and consider Yourself a parishioner, but haven’t registered, we invite you to do so. Knowing who our parishioners are helps us adapt our parish programs to your needs. It is also important to be registered for Baptisms,
Marriage, to be a Sponsor/Godparent, etc.
NAME __________________________________________________ADDRESS _______________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________Phone: __________________________________________________
[ ] New Registration
[ ] Request Envelopes
[ ]Address Change

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, December 19
5:30 PM
Michael & Joan Lydon (Patti & Mich ae l Tuth s
& the Kennedy Family)
Sunday,
December 20
8:00AM
Jose Celis (Pa tty & Jo e Criscuo lo & Fa mily)
11:00 AM
John & Florence Carroll (Their Lo ving Children)
12:00 PM
Those Suffering from CoVid-19
Monday, December 21
8:00 AM Tom Kennedy (The Kennedy Fa mily)
Tuesday, December 22
8:00 AM
Michael & Joan Lydon (The Ho gan-DePaul Family)
Wednesday, December 23
8:00 AM
J. J. Kennedy (The Kennedy Fa mily)
Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
8:00 AM
Christmas Remembrances
5:30 PM
Christmas Remembrances
10: 00 PM Christmas Remembrances
Friday,
8:00 AM
11:00 AM

December 25 (Christmas Day)
Christmas Remembrances
Christmas Remembrances

Saturday, December 26
5:30 PM
Michael & Joan Lydon (The Me agh e r Fam ily)

Please Remember in Your Prayers
All those suffering in any way from the CoVid-19 pandemic.
Also James Allocco, Phillip Armstrong, Edward Baldino, Cheryl Bostyan, Jean Braden, Rick Brouillette, Louise Bruce, Chase,
Pat Caruso, Sharbel Chaoul, Anna Corrado, Danny Coyle, Gary
Devila, Marie Ferrie, Ginny Frasco, Kenneth Galfo, Joelle &
Juliana Gedeon, Annmarie Gilmartin, Madeline Goodwin, Joe
Heatter, Agnes Hoffmann, Bobby Jordan, Rosemary Kaminski,
Eileen & Donald Kopczynski, Diana Lucio, Isaiah McLean, Heidi Monico, Humberto Norena, Conception Ortiz, Rebecca Papadopoulos, Phyllis & Joseph Palermo, Rich Richinski, Rebecca
Rigolosi, Antoinette Ring, Boris Reznik, Frank Romero, Desi
Santos, Anthony Saporito, Jack Sweeney, Jenna Szandrocha,
Phillip Tarabola, Irene Taylor, Ruth Weis, Krista Wilkinson,
Kyle Wilson, Mark Winnie.

A Message From Father Jose

As I have announced over the last few weeks, we are
honored this weekend by the visit and presence of our Bergen
County Auxiliary Bishop Most Reverend Michael Sapporito.
He will be with us at the 5:30 pm Mass on Saturday, and I encourage everyone to warmly welcome him.
It is a blessing for our parish to have him with us as it
reminds us of God’s love and mercy to our parish. Please pray
for our County Bishop so that he may be a good shepherd to all
the flock entrusted to him.
Finally, as we come nearer to the celebration of the
Solemnity of the Nativity of our Savior Jesus Christ, I encourage everyone to make their preparation worthwhile by works
of charity and prayer. The Birth of our Savior brings into fullness the eternal covenant of God — a covenant full of faithfulness, love and mercy for the eternal salvation of humanity.
Again, on behalf of our Bergen County Auxiliary Bishop, I would like to greet all of you, MERRY CHRISTMAS and
have a wonderful Christmas day.
~~ God Bless…Fr Jose

Altar Appointments
A special way to remember a loved one is to donate the monthly Altar Bread and/or Wine in honor of their memory.
You may also choose to remember a loved one by donating a
weekly Sanctuary Lamp in either the Church or the Chapel.
Sanctuary Lamps burn day and night to illuminate the Blessed
Sacrament, serve as an emblem of Christ's abiding love, and as
a reminder to the faithful to respond with loving adoration in
return.
 The Altar Bread for December is donated in loving
memory of Luis Carmargo (the Chan Fam ily)
 The Altar Wine for December is donated in loving memory
of Luis Carmargo (the Chan Fam ily)
 The Sanctuary Lamp in the Church this week is in memory
of the deceased members of our Parish.
THE ETERNAL GOD
King David wished that the ark of God might have a more
permanent home. David may have envisioned something like
the cedar palace where he resided. God had in mind something
more: a throne where David’s descendants would rule for ever,
a kingdom where Jews and Gentiles alike would be welcome.
Mary’s prayerful nature led to an even more disturbing
message. She would conceive and bear a Son though she was
not yet married. “How can this come about?” Mary wondered.
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,” she was told (Luke
1:35).
Mary’s acceptance of this difficult challenge ushered in
this, the final age of God’s reign. What was once a secret
known only by chosen people like King David and his descendants must now be made clear to all so that, as Saint Paul
wrote to the Romans, we can be brought to the “obedience of
faith” “according to the command of the eternal God” (Romans
16:26).

The Word of God

Works of Charity

Today’s Readings
First Reading — I will fix a place for my people.
(2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16).
Psalm — For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord
(Psalm 89).
Second Reading — To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
be glory forever and ever (Romans 16:25-27).
Gospel — Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me according to your word (Luke 1:26-38).

Time & Talent
Food Pantry:
Parish members assist in supplying approximately 45 families
with food every month. Thank you to all who donated and
helped in any way! The Food Pantry is open the last Tuesday of
each month from 11:00AM-12:00PM.

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday:
Winter begins
Wednesday: St. John of Kanty
Thursday:
The Vigil of Christmas
Friday:
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Saturday:
St. Stephen; First Day of Kwanzaa
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Today’s readings tell of God’s gracious initiative towards us. Their focus is not on what we do for God but on what
God does for us. In the Book of Samuel, David plans to do a
great service for God, no less than to build a beautiful temple as
a house of prayer. King David was an achiever who had accomplished a great deal. Yet Nathan says that God did not want the
king to build the Temple. Rather, it was God who would do
something for David; whereby David’s descendants would lead
God’s people into the future. David had to let go of his great
plans and learn to let God lead the course of his life.
Accepting favors can be difficult for us. We like to be
the givers, the organizers, the achievers. To let others give to us
is to acknowledge our need, our dependence, our limitations,
and that does not always come easy. Maybe we sense that to
allow ourselves to be graced by others is to put ourselves under
obligation to them. That reluctance to receive can carry over
into our relationship with God.
The heart of the good news is that God is a gracious
God who wants to give us all things. As Paul says in his epistle,
‘God who did not withhold His own Son, but gave Him up for
all of us, will also with Him give us everything else!’ This is the
special time of year when we allow God to be the God of abundant grace in our regard; it is a time when we come before Him
in our need and open ourselves to his gracious love and presence.
https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2020/12/4th-sunday-of-advent/

HAPPY

Feeding the Homeless:
Normally, Holy Rosary Parish members feed the homeless on
the second Monday of every month. This has been temporarily
suspended due to current CoVid-19 pandemic. We will resume
as soon circumstances allow.
Treasures
Your Monetary Donations: The work of Christ at Holy Rosary is supported by parishioners who have embraced the biblical ideals of Stewardship Tithing. Donations for the month of
November are as follows:
11/01: $1,046;
11/08: $1,432;
11/15: $1,164;
11/22: 1,884.08; 11/29: $1,584.
Thank you for your generosity.

Current Holy Rosary Fundraiser Proceeds: The current proceeds from our ongoing fundraising efforts for a church cooling
system are as follows: A/C Fundraising (ongoing): $26,127.50;
Four bake sales: $989; Tricky Tray (12/8/19): $1,470.
Feast of Faith
Gathering
When Pope Benedict XVI visited the United States in 2008,
tens of thousands gathered in Yankee Stadium to celebrate the
Eucharist with him. What made them different from all the other excited crowds who have assembled there through the years?
When they began to sing together, to listen together, to pray
together, they ceased to be a crowd, and became a liturgical
assembly. It was not where they were but what they did that set
them apart.
The Gospels speak of many instances when Jesus prayed
alone to his Father. But Jesus also put a special value on communal prayer. “Where two or three are gathered together in my
name,” he told his disciples, “there am I in the midst of
them” (Matthew 18:20). Jesus gave his own mission to his followers, sending them forth to do everything he did: to heal, to
teach, to proclaim the kingdom. Jesus wants us to meet God in
and through each other. So the Christian community continues
to gather, Sunday after Sunday. When we get up on Sunday
morning and come to Mass, we respond to Jesus’ invitation,
and we express our trust in his promise that whenever we come
together, he comes, too.

BIRTHDAY,
JESUS!

The child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God.—Luke 1:35

El Santo, que va a nacer de ti,
será llamado Hijo de Dios.
—Lucas 1:35

Take the Love of God with You as You Go…...
Christmas Prayers
Glory to God in the highest!
My precious Lord, Jesus,
I adore You with profound love and rejoice in
the celebration of Your birth.
Your love for us is unfathomable,
it is glorious
transforming,
awe-inspiring
and deeply personal.
You chose to come and dwell among us,
being born into poverty, rejection and humility.
Yet Your mother knew whom she bore,
Her heart was filled with the tenderest love
as she adored her Child and her God.
Help me, dear Lord.
to come to love You with the heart of Your mother.
Invite me to adore You with St. Joseph and
the poor shepherds.
Reveal to me the glorious power of Your birth
and change my life on account of this perfect gift of Yourself.
I love You, dear Lord Jesus.
Help me to love You with all my heart.
Newborn Savior of the World,
I trust in You.
Mother Mary and St. Joseph,
Pray for me and for all.
Amen.
*********
Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and laughter, we
praise you for the great wonders you have sent us:
for shining star and angel's song,
for infant's cry in lowly manger.
We praise you for the Word made flesh in a little Child.
We behold his glory, and are bathed in its radiance.
Be with us as we sing the ironies of Christmas,
the incomprehensible comprehended,
the poetry made hard fact,
the helpless Babe who cracks the world asunder.
We kneel before you shepherds, innkeepers, wisemen.
Help us to rise bigger than we are.
Amen.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:
Sunday:

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21; Lk 1:39-45
1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56
Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Lk 1:67-79
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128:1-5
or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or
Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]

Announcements
Please regularly refer to holyrosaryed gew ater.org for the most
up-to-date information about our Parish. To get in touch with
Parish staff, please do so only by sending an email to holyrosary@aol.com. Thank you.
The CCD Corner
A Student Prayer
Thank you, God, for giving me a mind that can
know and a heart that can love.
Help me to stay focused on my studies, and encourage me when learning is difficult that I may grasp
the truth that is held out before me.
Grant me the grace to put my knowledge to use in
building the kingdom of God on earth that I may
find the courage to follow Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

CCD Registration for children and young adults between
grades one through eight is open. Classes began October 18,
and are being held remotely by Zoom this year. To register you
can download registration forms from our website or pick up
blank forms at the back of the church. There is no registration
fee this year; only a suggested voluntary donation.
About CCD at Holy Rosary
Religious education classes begin in First Grade and conclude
after the Reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation in Ninth
Grade. Enrollment for all parish children within this age group
is strongly encouraged.
Want to Know More?
The Holy Rosary Parish website provides information, as well
as spiritual reflections, that exceed the space limitation of this
bulletin. Visit our website www.holyrosaryedgewater.org

